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be assured of the friendly feelings of England, as proved by     1853
the return of an envoy so well disposed as Lord Stratford, and      ----
at the same time to be warned of the gravity of the situation /ET" which had compelled that return. He was left unfettered by special instructions for the settlement of the Holy Places' dispute : his own judgment and discretion might be trusted to guide him. The Porte was to be told that she had to thank her own maladministration and the accumulated grievances of foreign nations for the menacing tone now adopted towards her by certain Powers ; that a general revolt of her Christian subjects might ensue ; and the Sultan and his ministers were to be convinced " that the crisis is one which requires the utmost prudence on their part, and confidence in the sincerity and soundness of the advice they will receive from you, to resolve it favourably for their future peace and independence." He was to counsel reforms in the administration of Turkey, by which alone could the sympathy of the British nation be preserved.
" It remains " concluded the Foreign Secretary, " only for me to say that in the event, which her Majesty's Government earnestly hope may not arise, of imminent clanger to the existence of the Turkish Government, your Excellency will in such case despatch a messenger to Malta, requesting the Admiral to hold himself in readiness, but you will not direct him to approach the Dardanelles without positive instructions from her Majesty's Government."
It has been insinuated that this final paragraph was worded so as to prevent the ambassador's impetuosity committing his Government by an indiscreet summons to the fleet: but there is ample reason to believe that the wording was his own ; and his whole conduct in reference to the squadron will be found to prove that he went behind his Government, rather than before it, in his desire for a naval demonstration. He had sufficient confidence in his method of pacific negotiation to be able to dispense with extraordinary powers for armed menace.
He started at once for Paris, accompanied by Mr. Alison, Mr. Layard (then Member for Aylesbury), Lord Pevenscy (now Earl of Sheffield) and Count Pisani. They remained at